Abstract-With a cursory glance into the field of SLA, one can vividly recognize that the place of writing has been marginalized in comparison to other skills. Likewise, with the widespread implementation of communicative approaches to language teaching, writing has turned to a Cinderella skill in current EFL classes since most of the attention is paid to speaking and listening activities. However, improving writing ability has always been a concern for teachers, materials developers, and researchers. In this paper, the role of critical thinking (CT) in improving the writing ability of EFL learners was investigated. For this purpose, 70 EFL learners were asked to write a composition about a unique topic they had never thought before. A placement test was given to learners to divide them into proficient and less-proficient groups to see whether there is any variation between them. The common themes of the writings of these two groups were examined before introducing the principles of CT. After the first drafts of learners' compositions were gathered, all of the learners were taught some underlying principles of CT. The results showed that after explicitly teaching the principles of CT, learners' writings, in both groups, improved qualitatively and quantitatively; however, it had better effects on proficient learners. Background knowledge was also considered. It was revealed that having sufficient background knowledge is not the main key toward success in better writing. The findings proved that CT remained useful even when learners did not have any background information about the topic they were asked to write. Critical thinking was a way to provide learners with specific tools, namely, imaginative, supportive, and disciplinary. Finally, some recommendations are given.
I. INTRODUCTION
As a great analogy, Brown (2001) likened writing to swimming. With more considerations, one can readily recognize the subtle commonalities that exist between these two skills. Writing is not an ability which is innately given to human beings and even when it is learned, there is a range of qualities as it is the case with swimming. No matter how excellent one swims, the sea will challenge even the best swimmers just like a writer who should always deal with a world of uncertainties. Writing sometimes becomes a nerve-racking activity even for native speakers. Here a thought-provoking statement by Brown (2001, p. 334) comes to forefront which stated that -What is it about writing that blocks so many people, even in their own native language‖? Surely, the answer is not totally related to lexical or syntactic knowledge. A mature person is able to build complex structures and can understand or produce novel sentences which have never been heard before. S/he is also able to easily distinguish the nuances in a conversation between two individuals in his/her first language but writing a paragraph will be drudgery for him/her.
Researchers have endorsed the importance of writing skill in the success of learners. As Pecorari (2006) mentioned, -learning to write appropriate text is an essential component of academic success‖ (p. 5). There are many occasions that one needs to write as writing a letter or a composition, to name a few. Learners have a lot of problems dealing with writing skill and it is worthy to propose some solutions to reduce the problems. It requires a great deal of studies to find a way to remove some barriers of L2 writing skill. Therefore, it is important to improve learners' L2 writing skill so that they would be able to represent their thoughts at a satisfactory level.
Throughout the history of SLA, some methods and approaches toward language teaching have targeted the writing skill to show its nature and its intricacies. Whole Language proponents, for instance, advocated that -writing is not primarily as a means of demonstrating knowledge to a teacher, but a way of discovering for oneself what one thinks‖ (Rigg, 1991, p. 522) . Maybe it is the process of thinking itself which render the task so cumbersome. Moreover, as it is mentioned by Cottrell (2005) , it is difficult for many individuals to manage their thoughts in a logical and consistent way. Maybe the key to success in improving writing skill is laid outside the realm of linguistic elements. For solving the mystery of writing skill, other areas such as the ability to reason and logic may prove to be useful-two major aspects of critical thinking.
